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Alfalfa Update 
Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

Alfalfa Update – alfalfa weevil larvae, pea aphids, lady beetles 

Sampled alfalfa fields in north central Kansas on 11 April.  Despite the recent cold weather 
and lack of measurable moisture, the alfalfa did not show obvious signs of stress and had even grown a little 
since the 4th and 5th of April when we last checked these fields.  The recent cold temperatures apparently 
took a toll on some of the small alfalfa weevil larvae.  However, it did not kill them all as we found live larvae 
of different sizes still feeding in terminals and often live ones feeding right beside dead ones. 
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In no case did we find more than a 5% infestation.  No adults or larvae were found in the leaf litter below the 
canopy.  So, apparently, the recent record cold temperatures killed 40-50% of the small alfalfa weevil larvae 
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that had started feeding.  It remains to be seen how many eggs are still to hatch, but so far infestation levels 
we have noted are not anywhere near treatment thresholds. 

Pea aphids were also noted as were parasitized pea aphids (mummies).  Lady beetles were also 
active.  For management decisions relative to alfalfa pests, please see the Alfalfa Insect Management Guide, 
available at: https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/mf809.pdf 
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Sincerely,  

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656 
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu

Holly Davis 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu

Eva Zurek 
Insect Diagnostician 
Phone: (785) 532-4710 
e-mail: ezurek@ksu.edu

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.)

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of
Agriculture Cooperating, John D. Floros, Director.
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