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ID to last week’s bug 

Robber Fly– This is an example of a robber fly. They are great predators and feed on a wide variety of arthropods, such 
as wasps, bees, grasshoppers etc. Robber flies have bristled, strong legs to help aid in catching prey. 
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ALFALFA—Pea Aphids, Lady Beetles, Syrphid Fly 

    
Pea aphids are still quite active throughout north central Kansas.  However, most populations have 

been considerably diminished for several reasons, but now are mainly just a food source for various 
beneficial insects (fig, 1) as seen here, two species of lady beetles actively feeding on pea aphids, and (fig. 2) 
a syrphid fly larva that was also actively feeding on pea aphids.  

 

         
Figure 1 Lady Beetle feeding on pea aphid    Figure 2 Syrphid fly larva feeding on pea 
 (Cody Wyckoff)      aphid (Cody Wyckoff)  
 
                 

Pea aphids are usually considered a pest when populations approach or exceed a treatment threshold, they 
can also be useful as a food source for beneficials until other aphid species increase, if they do, in other 
crops. Even though these aphids are still plentiful in most north central Kansas alfalfa fields, there was NONE 
that came anywhere close to a treatment threshold. Also, a very few alfalfa weevil larvae (fig. 3) can also be 
found, this is not unusual, or a cause for concern. 
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Figure 3  Alfalfa weevil larva (Cody Wyckoff) 
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It seems termite swarming "season" is a little later than usual. However, they are now swarming in 

different parts of the state (fig. 4) (see picture from Sedgwick Co. on 20 May). Please remember to properly 
distinguish between ant swarmer’s vs. termite swarmer’s (fig. 5) (see diagram) as termite colonies are much 
more difficult (and expensive) to control then are ant colonies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Kansas Insect Newsletter 
May 22, 2020  No 7 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

5 

 

 

 
Figure 4 Termites swarming from a local business (20 May 2020) 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5 Diagram comparing termites and ants 
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Sincerely,  

 
Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656  
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu   
 
 

Frannie Miller 
Pesticide Safety & IPM Coordinator 
Kansas State University 
600 W. Woodside 
McPherson, KS 67460 
Phone: (620) 241-1523 
Fax: (620) 241-3407 
http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/pesticides-ipm 

 
 
 

 
 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, , Ernie Minton, Director. 

 
 

mailto:jwhitwor@ksu.edu
http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/pesticides-ipm

	ID to last week’s bug Identify This Insect ALFALFA—Pea Aphids, Lady Beetles, Syrphid Fly TERMITES
	ID to last week’s bug
	Identify This Insect
	ALFALFA—Pea Aphids, Lady Beetles, Syrphid Fly
	TERMITES

